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The Pavilion

On the edge of Dresden Heide in the district of Weißer 
Hirsch stands a building whose uniqueness was long  
misjudged. Many thought and still think, that it is a buil-
ding which was constructed by Germans in an East Asian 
style. In reality, the pavilion is an original Chinese buil-
ding, the only one of its kind in Germany, and one with a 
noteworthy history. 

The pavilion was built by the Chinese government as an 
official contribution to the international hygiene exhibi-
tion in 1911 and attracted many visitors. Contemporaries 
described it as one of the most interesting features of the 
whole exhibition.

In 1912, the building was moved to today’s location whe-
re it served as a reading café and restaurant for health 
resort patients and excursionists. Even during the years 
of the GDR it remained a popular meeting place. In the 
summer of 1997 a fire and the vandalism which followed 
caused serious damage to the inside of the building. One 
of the first thoughts was to demolish the structure. Howe-
ver newer technical analysis proved that the structure was 
sound and that the building could be restored in a fashion 
suitable for an historical monument of this kind. 

Encouraging words

„The building is … of unusual historical, high architec-
tural and also town planning value. It is to be hoped 
that the building can be restored and preserved by ade-
quate use.“

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Gerhard Glaser
Curator of Saxon Switzerland (in retirement)

„As patron of the Chinese Pavilion in Dresden I am 
glad about the great commitment and the progress 
which the plan shows. The Chinese Pavilion stands for 
the history of a cosmopolitan Saxony and the impor-
tance of cultural exchange. I am convinced that Ger-
man-Chinese meetings will be of great importance in 
the future and that the Chinese Pavilion in Dresden 
invites German and Chinese people to do exactly that.“

Stanislaw Tillich
Prime Minister of the Free State of Saxony

The Association

The „Chinese Pavilion in Dresden e. V. (registered asso-
ciation)“ was established in 2006 on the initiative of Dr. 
Malte von Bargen as a non-profit association with the aim 
to restore the pavilion in the district of Weißer Hirsch  for 
the purpose of supporting German and Chinese contact 
in cultural, economic and scientific areas. Since autumn 
2007, the building has been restored step by step with do-
nations from citizens and companies as well as national 
and municipal sponsorships suitable for historical monu-
ments. It is accessible to the public as a place of education 
and recreation, to the extent to which the construction 
progress allows. The association is grateful for all dona-
tions  and financial assistance.

The Life of the Association

The Chinese Pavilion in Dresden brings  together citizens 
interested in China and its relationship with Germany  
and provides an ideal meeting place for German-Chinese 
encounters. It is available for exhibitions with a connec-
tion to China and for German-Chinese events. However, 
the Chinese Pavilion of Dresden can also be used as a 
space for social or private  occasions in arrangement with 
the board of directors. Lastly, it is planned to offer gast-
ronomic services which will make the stay in and around 
the Chinese Pavilion of Dresden a real experience in the 
near future. 


